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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20591

-01-29

September 29, 1967

IN REPLY AGY,
REFER TO: OC-1-A8-06

Honrorabls William F. McKee
Administrator

Faderal Avimtion Administration
Deportment of Transportabion
Washington, D. C. 2050

Dear General MeKeo:

This is in reference o an alireraft arcident invelving Aero
Cormander 5601, W3831C, en route from Grand Proirie, Texas, to
Palles, Texas, Seplanbor 27, 1267, As you the alrorait
crashed on approach to Love Fisld following gt Tailure of
the left wing as a rasult of o fatlzue 1 1 Lower lefi
wing spar cap ot Wing Station No. 81

Our Investigabtion of this subject accident is contimuing and
no final conclusions have been reschad 2t thds tims as o the

i Tor ths catagtrophic fo g lelt wing

e

Bigue Teilurs of H3

in spar. Ib iz kpowm si hdp bihpge that this aily involvad
in an incident in 1059 whdeh required subgstantiol repair work on tha

le®t wing and fuselase noze sectlon bul it is not clear as e the
) ()
extent of the wing structural inspection that wvas conducted at that
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Howaver, we have learnsd that the subject civeralft is one of
tha relatively hich time Aero Comunnders (T.7. 6760 hours) and that
it hes sustained an estimated 23,000 engine storts and 25,000 gear
cycles in its taxd/shuttle type cperation with IAV. From thls it
would sppear that the wing feilure might be directly essccimbed with
the operational use of the airceraft alone and that the 1955 ineident
vas probably not o mignificants Tactor in causing the failure. This
iz further corroborated by the fact that the Failled gpar arsa was in-
speeted at LIV din Novembsr of 1965, about 1700 £light hours baefore
the accident. For %his Teason, we belisve that vou should Zive 1m-
nediate consideration to the nesd for a one-timz Inspesetion of all
high time/short haul Aero Commanders, with further flect inspections
predicated on thege vresults.



Honorabhle Willism F. McKee (2)
The fatigusd sper seotlon is presently undergoing metellurgical
testing in our laborateory and we will ksep you Infovmed of significant

developnents in thils avea,

Sincerely yours,

“Joseph J. O'Connell, Jr.
Chairman




